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Have you ever wondered what the
Director of UAE thought of the
program, staff or the curriculum? I
asked her a few question to dig into her
brain about these things and more.
Her overall view on the school is that
she loves that the staff is always trying
to help the students succeed in any way
possible. She loves to see the students
being willing to manage their time,
workload, and personal lives as well as
they do.
Did you know that Ms. Scherer worked
for three years as a teacher for Gerber
School, a non-profit school associated
with Cunningham Children's Home?
She also worked as the assistant
principal for Urbana Middle School.
Ms. Scherer prefers to work with
middle school and high school students.
(No wonder she loves us!)
What is her favorite food? Well Ms.
Scherer’s favorite food is soup - potato
soup to be exact, as well as all Indian
food. Ms. Scherer is working hard to
change the curriculum and the tests to
better prepare students for college and
the world of being an adult.
A little fun fact about Ms. Scherer “and
scherer it all” …She uses her
“scherers” to help her garden of
students grow.
Did you know that Ms. Scherer went to
the University of Illinois to get her
master’s
degree
in
Education
Administration Leadership?

Welcome to Urbana Adult Education,
Ms. Shawna Scherer!

By Natali Tenorio
Hispanics, tan skin, spicy language, fun people to be around
- that’s the opinion the majority of people have about us. Honoring
Hispanic Heritage was established as law in 1968; it was enacted
by the United States Congress to honor all of our Spanish-speaking
people. Later, the 100th Congress made the celebration last for 31
days! Well, isn’t that a wonderful endorsement!
32.2 million is the number of American families who speak
Spanish at home, Texas leading the nation with 29% of its
residents speaking Spanish at home. National Hispanic Heritage
Month is the best opportunity to introduce our children to the
language and differences of cultures that surrounds them in their
everyday lives. Maybe not at home, but at school, daycare, sports,
and so on, our children all socialize with different cultures every day
without knowing it or even appreciating it. They might want to get to
know more about their best friend, their future girlfriend and so on.
Research shows that children who learn a second language are
better readers and honestly that places them in a path for academic
success.
Food - who doesn’t enjoy the wonders of food? We
Hispanics, we take food preparation as a social time. Weird? Of
course! But for us it is something very special; we get to know how
each of our days has gone. We get to know more about the
“chismes” (gossips) our family got from throughout the day. It is our
bonding time. Trust me on this; somehow that food comes out
tasting very delicious.
I hope you will all come to our Hispanic Heritage Month
celebration and enjoy learning more about – and experiencing more
of - our rich Latin roots.
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Salt and Light, Secretary of State, and UAE, Oh My!
By Marcellos Gray, Development and Finance Coordinator, UAE

Diane Terando and
her inspired readers
at Salt and Light

On October 3rd, 2018, Urbana Adult Education (UAE) and Salt & Light (S&L) started
their first day of class to provide math and reading education for employees of Salt
& Light. Early in 2018, the two organizations worked together to apply for the Work
Experience Grant through the Illinois Secretary of State’s Office. In May of 2018, the
Illinois State Library funded the project, and the ground work was started to provide
adult literacy programming at S&L. The UAE and S&L collaboration is 1 of 7 projects
in the State of Illinois to receive the Work Experience Grant. The grant is designed
to support employee learning within the workplace. The grant funds will be used to
enhance math and reading skills for over 20 employees at S&L throughout this fiscal
year. The collaboration provides a platform to support adult literacy programming
within our community, and this initiative aligns with our goals as an organization.

The two classes are offered each semester with an open enrollment
process for the employees. Felix Cardoso and Diane Terando teach the
Math and Reading classes at Salt & Light’s new 12,000 square feet facility
located on Philo Road in Urbana, IL. Currently, there are 12 participants
enrolled for the Fall semester of 2018, and there are six participants per
class. Additionally, Parkland College provides tutors for the two
classrooms through Project READ, a tutoring program for adult learners in
Champaign County.

Addie Placido administers placement tests.

+

Felix Cardoso and his budding mathematicians.

We are truly excited about the initial participation in this
project, given that enrollment in Adult Education is down
throughout Illinois. The project may serve as a bridge
program for participants who wish to pursue a high school
diploma. After 40 hours of class time, participants who do
not currently have a high school equivalency or diploma
can enroll in the Accelerated Performance Learning
program at UAE. At a minimum, this project allows adult
learners to continue working towards their educational
goals while at work. Kudos to Salt & Light!

+
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Good things (learning X literacy X community)
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Adult Education and Family Literacy Week
By Edwin Vega

The Urbana Adult Education Center obliges in resolute stead to the mission of the National Coalition for
Literacy. The reality of adult literacy reveals intergenerational stories attributable to socioeconomic issues—career
development, nutritional well-being, due parenting, and language acquisition. With adult literacy, the thought of
educating adult-learners spotlights temporal perspectives onto the main purpose of adult education. By giving adult
learners the skills they need to be successful as workers and parents, adult education helps break the cycles of
intergenerational illiteracy. One time opens up like the crescendo outlining the horizon. Another time opens to grasp
one rolling plain after another time. The time is there to invest in adult education, the time is here for illiteracy to
wither away.
The Urbana Adult Education Center has proven steadfast in accord to the mission of the National Coalition for
Literacy and per school motto: Continuing Excellence, Strengthening Our Community. This past school year assured
High School Completion achievements, structured Career Pathway endorsements, jumpstarted CNA graduates
towards Healthcare Careers, and maintained a repertoire of reliability. By this, continuing excellence also means
underscoring the impact of improving literacy and literacy levels in our community. Such an impact has had socioeconomic effects to which achieved merits, along with notable literacy gains, boost opportunities for sustained
employment. UAEC graduates and students work in 215 places in Champaign County. UAEC has continued
trustworthy collaborations with the Carle Foundation Hospital, the Urbana School District, Parkland College, and
Salt&Light Ministries—creating assured employment pipelines. These collaborations illustrate that UAEC programs
do indeed orient students towards career pathways and secondary education, therefore showcasing the positive
impact of improving literacy in our community.
UAEC also promotes dynamics in literacy improvement by collaborating with the University of Illinois Extension
program for Nutrition Education, the Illinois Program for Research in the Humanities, Illinois State University
CARE4U Initiative, the CU Early Parenting Club, and Parkland College Project READ. Efforts to improve literacy in
cohesion with other entities from our community highlights mutual respect for long-term student development in
order to meet their full potential and equipped to be positive, contributing members of the community. At UAEC,
our students do engage in efforts to enrich their literacy experiences by participating Nutrition Education, or learn
about the Humanities by attending the Odyssey Project classes, or envelop social communicative skills in cohort with
CARE4U, or understand parenting perspectives with the CU Early Parenting Club, or enhance reading comprehension
by working with Project READ volunteers. These collaborations are Strengthening Our Community. By this,
Strengthening Our Community also points to the impact of improving literacy and literacy levels in our community
with a repertoire of reliability and promising outlooks.
In celebration of Adult Education and Family Literacy week, Mr. Vega arranged a series of activities for the week:
Monday was a trip to the Urbana Free Library for students; Tuesday was a creative writing session with Mr. Vega;
and Wednesday was a screening of To Kill a Mockingbird with discussion afterward. Thursday evening, was the
culminating event, a UAEC Open House where students could invite friends and family to view their school. Open
House participants competed in a scavenger hunt sponsored by the Journalism class, and pizza and good
conversation ended the event. ESL classes blanketed the parking lot with chalk responses to the prompt, “What
Adult Education means to me.” Thank you, Mr. Vega, for putting a successful celebration together!

(left) Edwin Vega and his
literary students on a
field trip to the Urbana
Free Library. More Open
House pics pg. 14
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Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration at UAEC
September 15 -

- October 15

Thank you, Mr. Cardoso and the rest of the event committee for putting together a rich
series of activities for UAEC’s first-ever celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month. In addition
to the videos and discussions in the computer lab and learning projects for the gallery walk,
there were two phenomenal programs on October 11th. The morning program featured
guest speaker, Jose Lopez, the Chief of Latino Services, ILDCFS. The evening program
featured guest speakers, Jorge Mujica Arias, Strategic Campaign Planning, Arise Chicago
and Charles Larenas, Social Sciences/Human Services Parkland Professor. The speakers’
presentations were inspirational as well as informational. The evening program also
featured a demonstration by the CU Latin American Dance Company – it was amazing!
Both programs also featured student poetry readers, musical performances by Eduardo
Tenango, and a gallery walk with a scavenger hunt of information from the posters created
for Hispanic Heritage Month. Both programs also ended with sharing a delicious meal
celebrating Hispanic cuisine. It was good to visit with students and staff over the meal!

Charles Larenas holds the audience’s attention with his stories.
Eduardo Tenango croons for the crowd
(Left) Jorge Mujica
Arias talks activism.
(Right) Shawna Scherer
and Lucia Maldonado
enjoy the program.
(Below) Jose Lopez
counsels the crowd on
getting ahead.
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CU Latin American Dance
Company wows the
audience with their moves.
The jarabe tapatío,
sometimes called the
“Mexican Hat Dance”, the
national dance of Mexico.
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With Gratitude
By Marcellos Gray, Development and Finance Coordinator, UAE
As Urbana Adult Education (UAE) embarks upon another school year, we would like to express our
gratitude and acknowledge the many funding sources and donors that make it possible for us to provide
adult education services to residents of Champaign County. UAE has been serving the communities of
Champaign County for over 50 years, providing educational services for High School Equivalency and
Diploma, English as a Second Language and Certified Nursing Assistant programming. However, this would
not be possible without the financial support that we receive through federal, state and local funding. We
would like to express our sincere appreciation and gratitude to the following organizations for their
continuous funding and support of our adult education programs:













Illinois Community College Board (Federal and State Adult Literacy Grant)
Urbana School District 116 (Storefront Grant)
Illinois State Board of Education (TAOEP Grant)
Regional Planning Commission (WIOA Grant)
United Way of Champaign County (Adult Literacy and Certified Nursing Assistant Grant)
Carle Foundational Hospital (Certified Nursing Assistant Program)
Secretary of State’s Office (Work Experience Grant)
University of Illinois and the Illinois Department of Human Services (Odyssey Project)
C-U Marathon (Transportation Grant)
Champaign West Rotary Club (Tin Cup Award)
YMCA C-U Citizenship Grant

There are individuals and local businesses that also make annual donations. In the last few years, we have raised
over $7500.00 in individual and local business donations, and we hope to double the amount of donations over the
next two years. Our Holiday Donation Campaign starts in November, so look out for more information soon. Also,
please think of UAE on Giving Tuesday, November 27, 2018.
According to the US Census, approximately 12 percent of adults in the United States do not have a high school
diploma, and UAE is committed to doing its part in addressing the issue of adult literacy within the communities that
we serve. The contributions provided each year show in the achievements of our students. In the 2017-2018 school
year 84 students earned their High School diploma in the APL program, 253 English Language Learners improved
their English in ESL classes and 74 Nursing Assistants earned their certification in the CNA program.
Again, we thank the many organizations, businesses and individuals that support Urbana Adult Education. The
funding and support make a real, positive impact on the lives of the students we serve. UAE appreciates every dollar
or gift that it receives and strives to continuously improve the educational services provided to our students,
communities and partners.
Feeling gratitude and not expressing
it is like wrapping a present and
not giving it.
-William Arthur Ward-
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My First Day in the United States
By Manuel Reyes

My first day in the United States was
November 22, 2007. It was the fourth
Thursday of November. This day is
known as “Thanksgiving” in the U.S.
I saw people meet for dinner. I was
confused because I had never heard
about this holiday. I didn’t know what
was happening! I received a warm
welcome from my friends and family.
It was a cold day. Nobody worked and
everyone was celebrating. After eight
years I was finally reunited with my
older sister. It was incredible and the
food was fantastic. The traditional
food for Thanksgiving, I later learned,
is turkey, but that day my family
cooked traditional Mexican food.

Meena Ghimire and Dominique Intanga, two
Urbana Adult Education students, recently
officially became U.S. citizens. The process can
be difficult: applicants must fill out a twenty
two- page application, memorize 100 facts
about U.S. history, government and
geography, take a short reading and writing
test and answer questions in an interview!
They prepared with the help of a class taught
here at Urbana Adult Education called ESL
Citizenship.
These classes make the process much easier,
so if English is not your first language and you
are a green card holder who wants to become
a U.S. citizen, come visit the Urbana Adult
Education front desk or email Kathy
kmaniates@usd116.org so we can register you
for the next session.

This is my memory of my first day in
the United States.

Meena Ghmire

Dominique Intanga
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Halloween 2018
Winners of the Halloween Costume Contest:
Witch, Baker, Midnight
(Not pictured The Pirate King)

The Never-scary Witch Addie

Candyland Carol as Gumball Girl

No crime here – just sweet Carol
all taped up.

Good Sport Donna
rockin’ her Cubby spirit.

Cool Cat, Peggy

Welcome to UAEC where students are
treated like royalty.
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As a kid, I remember my aunt had a
robotic bush and it moved and talked.

Favorite
Halloween
Memories

My favorite memory is when I went
trick-or-treating with my friend and
her baby for her baby’s first
Halloween.

My favorite Halloween
memory is getting candy from
people’s houses and eating all
my candy when I got home.

When I was seven years old, my two older sisters and I
went trick or treating and when we were almost home
some teenage dude stole my sisters’ candy and I
remember being soooo mad that I could not chase after
him. My mom was so mad that she searched
everywhere and found him after calling the police.

Seasonal Jokes
(courtesy of https://boyslife.org/home/23079/funny-halloween-jokes/)

Michael: What treat do eye doctors give out on Halloween?
Matthew: I don’t know. What?
Michael: Candy corneas.

A photographer goes to a haunted castle determined to get a picture of a ghost on Halloween. The
ghost he encounters turns out to be friendly and poses for a snapshot. The happy photographer
later downloads his photos and finds that the photos are underexposed and completely blank.
Moral to the story: The spirit is willing, but the flash is weak.

A book never written: “All That’s Left of Me” by Myra Maines.

Bill: Why did the policeman ticket the ghost on Halloween?
McKenzie: Why?
Bill: It didn’t have a haunting license.
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Meet Ms. Love!
By Kristina Merritt

We are pleased to welcome Ms. Jillian Love to our APL
teaching team. She comes to us with many years of
teaching experience and a strong background in the
sciences. I asked Ms. Love a series of questions so we could
all get to know her better.

Introducing Ms. Jillian Love

What is your favorite thing about teaching at Urbana Adult Education?
My favorite thing is the dedication of the students.
Do you think your job at adult education is easy or hard?
It is very fast-paced.
How do you like adult education?
I love it!
What was your first impression that you had about working at Urbana Adult Education?
My first impression was that there is lots of paperwork!
What are some of your favorite hobbies?
I enjoy home decorating, organizing, and best-of-all snuggling my kids.

Be Inspired
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Native American Heritage
November is when we celebrate the richness of the
culture and history of the indigenous people within
the United States of America.
Here are a couple of items for your appreciation.

President Trump honors Code Talkers

Navajo Code Talkers

Did you know that the Navajo Code Talkers helped Americans win World War II by providing
secure communication that the Japanese could not break?

Joe Kellwood,
Marine Code
Talker
Thank you for
your service!

The Navajo language has no written alphabet or symbols and is a very complex language.
Because of its syntax, tonal qualities, and dialects, it is unintelligible to people who have not
had a lot of exposure and training.

The Illiniwek Nation
Because we live in Champaign-Urbana, home of the University of Illinois and
its sports teams, The Fighting Illini, we may think we know a lot about the
Illiniwek tribe, the original, indigenous people of Illinois. The odds are,
however, that there is much for us to learn. Although there are differing
views on exactly how the University of Illinois came to use Illini to describe
the university community, historical documents show Illini was first used in
1874. The term Fighting Illini, despite the temptation to associate it with the
Illiniwek, was first used to honor U of I students and alumnae who had gone
off to fight in WWI.

Illini is the European adaptation of the tribe’s original word for
themselves –Illiniwek, which means “the best people”. How cool is that? The Illiniwek were the
indigenous people living in Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, and Iowa. The tribe came close to extinction
from war during the 1700’s and the survivors of the tribe were forced to move to Kansas and
Oklahoma. The Peoria Tribe of Oklahoma are descendants of the original Illiniwek.
The Peoria tribe of Oklahoma has its own government with its own laws, police, and other services. It
operates much like a small country would. But, members of the Peoria tribe are also U.S. citizens and
have the same rights and responsibilities as other U.S. citizens. The Peoria tribe is ruled by a council of

11

elected officials. In the past, each Illiniwek village would have had its own chief to make decisions for
the community.
Even in the past, the Illiniwek didn’t live in teepees like some tribes did. Their houses were rectangular
dwellings with walls made out of woven reeds. Today, the tribe lives in modern houses just like other
Americans do.

Illiniwek Village (left) Individual Dwelling (above)

Here’s how the Illini dressed in the past – women wore skirts and leggings while men wore a
breechcloth and belt; in winter leggings were added. A breechcloth was a long rectangular piece of
material that was worn between the legs and then tucked over a belt in front and back. All the
clothing could be made of cloth or leather. They wore moccasins to cover their feet.
The Illiniwek did NOT wear war bonnets like the Sioux tribe did. Sometimes the Illini wore beaded
headbands with a few colored feathers tucked in. Sometimes the men wore a “roach”, a headband
made from dyed deer fur and porcupine guard hair, not the sharp quills we usually associate with
porcupines. The women usually wore their hair in long braids while the Illini men often shaved their
heads in a “Mohawk” style. The Illini would paint their faces for different occasions and used tattoos
for more permanent body art.
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Chief Illiniwek was once used to symbolize the sports teams for the University of Illinois. While
many thought the term honored our state’s Native American heritage, it was the exact opposite in
reality. Many people are still nostalgic about the days when Chief Illiniwek would perform a
stylized war dance and rev up the crowd. Those days and those performances are now also a part
of history. Some fans of the U of I teams may wonder why Native Americans (and others) were
offended by the portrayal of the Chief. There are many reasons, but three notable ones are:




The war regalia that the Chief wore were Sioux - not Illiniwek – a different culture with
different traditions from the Illiniwek.
The dance that the Chief performed imitated many religious gestures of the Illiniwek. This
mimicking is seen as disrespectful of their faith and religious beliefs.
Many descendants of the Illiniwek (and others) think it is offensive for white people to
appropriate another culture’s dress and look. In the same way that it is wrong for a white
person to wear Blackface and imitate African-Americans, it is wrong for a white person to
dress in Native-American attire and wear “war paint”. It is embarrassing for all of us when
this activity takes place.

There are many ways to honor and respect the contributions and history of our Native-American
roots. Mimicking them is not one. One good way to honor and respect them is to learn more about
them. A few books that might help are: The Illinois Confederacy, Indian Villages of the Illinois
Country, Illinois Native Peoples, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, Exiled in the Land of the Free, and
This Day in North American Indian History. There are many more books available at your local
libraries and there are many on-line articles. Read for understanding. Just Read.
Learn some Illiniwek words.
alemwa

shikaakwa

anikwa

moohswa

kiilhswa

kiilhswa

alenia

mitemohsa

The information for this article came from the website Native Languages of the Americas by Laura
Redish and Orrin Lewis and http://www.bigorrin.org/illini_kids.htm. Look up more information for
yourselves.
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(upper left) Greeters Galore (above) Jerry and Edwin Parcel Pizza
(left) Tour Time (lower left) Warm Welcome Crew (below) Lucia,
Kallie Jo and ESL Classroom Adventures

The Class Act Staff and Contributors for Volume 10
Austin Beld, Student Contributor
Peggy Buck, Staff Contributor, Editor, Sponsor
Ana Milena Edwards-Scalise, Student Contributor
Marcellos Gray, Staff Contributor
Kathy Maniates, Staff Contributor
Kristina Merritt, Student Contributor
Manuel Reyes, Student Contributor
Natali Tenorio, Student Contributor
Rafael Valenzuela, Student Contributor
Edwin Vega, Staff Contributor

14

