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Talking withShawna Scherer
By Austin Beld

Ms. Shawna Scherer

Have you ever wondeed what the
Director of UAE thought of the

program, staff or the curriculum? |

asked her a few question to dig into her
brain about these things and more.

Her overall view on the school is that
she loves that the staff is always trying
to help the students succeed in any wa)
possible. She loves to see the studen
being willing to manage their time,
workload, and personal lives as well ag
they do.

Did you know that Ms. Scherer worked

for three years as a teacher for Gerber
School, a nonrprofit school associated
with Cunningham Children's Home?

She also worked as the assistan
principal for Urbana Middle School.

Ms. Scherer prefers to work with

middle schml and high school students.
(No wonder she loves us!)

What is her favorite food? Well Ms.

Scherer 6s f av o pdtatoe
soup to be exact, as well as all Indiar]
food. Ms. Scherer is working hard to

change the curriculum and the tests to
better prepare students for college and
the world of being an adult.
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fischerer so
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Urbana Adult Educatior

The Class Act

Hispanic Heritage Month

September 150ctober 15
By Natali Tenorio
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Hispanics, tan skin, spicy language, fun people to be around
-t h at dopinion the majority of people have about us. Honoring
Hispanic Heritage was established as law in 1968; it was enacted
by the United States Congress to honor all of our Spanish-speaking
people. Later, the 100th Congress made the celebration last for 31
days! Wel | , i sndt t hat a wonde

32.2 million is the number of American families who speak
Spanish at home, Texas leading the nation with 29% of its
residents speaking Spanish at home. National Hispanic Heritage
Month is the best opportunity to introduce our children to the
language and differences of cultures that surrounds them in their
everyday lives. Maybe not at home, but at school, daycare, sports,
and so on, our children all socialize with different cultures every day
without knowing it or even appreciating it. They might want to get to
know more about their best friend, their future girlfriend and so on.
Research shows that children who learn a second language are
better readers and honestly that places them in a path for academic
success.

Food - who doesndt enjoy the
Hispanics, we take food preparation as a social time. Weird? Of
course! But for us it is something very special; we get to know how
each of our days has gone. We get to know more about the
i ¢ hi s nossgps) ouf fgmily got from throughout the day. It is our
bonding time. Trust me on this; somehow that food comes out
tasting very delicious.

| hope you will all come to our Hispanic Heritage Month
celebration and enjoy learning more about i and experiencing more
of - our rich Latin roots.
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LATINO & HISPANIC
HERITAGE MONTH
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Did you know that Ms. Scherer went to
the University of lllinois to get her
master os degr ee
Administration L eadership?

Welcome to Urbana Adult Education
Ms. Shawna Scherer!
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Salt and Light, Secretary of State, and UAE, Oh My!

By Marcellos Grappevelopment andrinanceCoordinator UAE

On October3rd, 2018, Urbana Adult Education (UAE) and Salt & Light (S&L) started

their first day of class to provide math and reading education for employees of Salt

& Light. Early in 2018, the two organizations worked together to apply for the Work
Experience GrankkNR dzZ3 K (G KS LffAy2Aa {SONBIOGFINER 2F {
lllinois State Library funded the project, and the ground work was started to provide

adult literacy programming at S&L. The UAE and S&L collaboration Teptapécts

in the State oflllinois to receive the Work Experience Grant. The grant is designed

to support employee learning within the workplace. The grant funds will be used to

enhance math and reading skills for over 20 employees at S&L throughout this fiscal

Diane Terando and  year. The colladration provides a platform to support adult literacy programming

her inspired readers - . S . . .
at Salt and.ight within our community, and this initiative aligns with our goals as an organization.

The two classes are offered each semester with annoparollment
process for the employees. Felix Cardoso and Diane Terando teach thq
al K FTYyR wSIRAy3 Oflaasa Fd {Ffti
located on Philo Road in Urbana, IL. Currently, there are 12 participantsf™ .
enrolled for the Fallamester of 2018, and there are six participants per
class. Additionally, Parkland College provides tutors for the two

classrooms through Project READ, a tutoring program for adult learners in

Champaign County.

Felix Cardoso and his budding mathematician

We are truly excited about the initial participation in this
project, given that enrollment in Adult Education is down
throughout lllinois. The project may serve as a bridge
program for participants who wish to pursue a high school
diploma. After 4thours of class time, participants who do
not currently have a high school equivalency or diploma
can enroll in the Accelerated Performance Learning
program at UAE. Ad minimum, this project allows adult
learners to continue working towards their educatal
goals while at work. Kudos to Salt & Liaht!

Confinuing Excellence

T

SECRETARY
OF STATE
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Adult Education and Family Literacy Week

By Edwin Vega
The Urbana Adult Education Center obliges in resolute stead to the mission of the National Coalition for
Literacy. The reality of adult literacy reveals intergenerational stories attributable to socioeconomicissae=er
development, nutritional wetbeing, due parenting, and language acquisitioith adult literacy, the thought of
educating adulearners spotlights temporal perspectives onto the main purpose of adult education. By giving adult
learners the skills they need to be successful as workads parents, adult education helps break the cycles of
intergenerational illiteracy. One time opens up like the crescendo outlining the horizon. Another time opens to grasp
one rolling plain after another time. The time is there to invest in adult edaoathe time is here for illiteracy to
wither away.

The Urbana Adult Education Center has proven steadfast in accord to the mission of the National Coalition for
Literacy and per school mott@€ontinuing Excellence, Strengthening Our CommuHitig. passchool year assured

High School Completion achievements, structured Career Pathway endorsements, jumpstarted CNA graduates
towards Healthcare Careers, and maintained a repertoire of reliability. By this, continuing excellence also means
underscoring the imact of improving literacy and literacy levels in our communuch an impact has had socio
economic effects to which achieved merits, along with notable literacy gains, boost opportunities for sustained
employment. UAEC graduates and students work 1% Dlaces in Champaign County. UAEC has continued
trustworthy collaborations with the Carle Foundation Hospital, the Urbana School District, Parkland College, and
Salt&Light Ministries creating assured employment pipelines. These collaborations illustnateUAEC programs

do indeed orient students towards career pathways and secondary education, therefore showcasing the positive
impact of improving literacy in our community.

UAEC also promotes dynamics in literacy improvement by collaborating with tiverklty of lllinois Extension
program for Nutrition Education, the lllinois Program for Research in the Humanities, lllinois State University
CARE4U Initiative, the CU Early Parenting Club, and Parkland College Project READ. Efforts to improve literacy ir
cohesion with other entities from our community highlights mutual respect fortemg student developmentin

order to meet their full potential and equipped to be positive, contributing members of the community. At UAEC,
our students do engage in effarto enrich their literacy experiences by participating Nutrition Education, or learn
about the Humanities by attending the Odyssey Project classes, or envelop social communicative skills in cohort with
CARE4U, or understand parenting perspectives wittCdeEarly Parenting Club, or enhance reading comprehension

by working with Project READ volunteers. These collaborationsStmengthening Our CommunityBy this,
Strengthening Our Communisfso points to the impact of improving literacy and literacyelevin our community

with a repertoire of reliability and promising outlooks.

In celebration of Adult Education and Family Literacy week, Mr. Vega arranged ao$exativities for the week:

Monday was a trip to the Urbana Free Library for students; Bagswas a creative writing session whitr. Vega;

and Wednesdaywas a screening offo Kill a Mockingbiravith discussion afterward. Thursday evening, was the
culminating event, a UAEC Open House where students could invite friaddamily to view theirschool. Open

House prticipants competed in a scavenger hunt sponsored by the Journalism class, and pizza and good
conversation ended the eventd { [ Of  daSa oftlyl1SGSR GKS LINJAy3 20
Adult Education means to n&eThank you, Mr. Vega, for putting a successful celebration together!

(left) Edwin Vega and his
literary students on a
field trip to the Urbana
Free Library.More Open
House pics pg. 14




Thank you Mr. Cardoso and the rest of the event committee for putting together a rich
ASNASa 27F | O A-évirielel@ation BfHNpPanic! HeritagesMorfhi MEaddition

to the videos and discussions in the computer lab and learning projects for the gallery walk,

there were two phenomenal programs on October™1The morning program featured

guest speaker, Jose Lopdhe Chief of Latino Services, ILDCFS. The evening program

featured guest speakers, Jorge Mujica Arias, Strategic Campaign Planning, Arise Chicago

FYR / KIEINISa [INBylFax {20AFtf {OASyOSackl!l dzyty {¢
presentations were ir@rational as well as informational.The evening program also

featured a demonstration by th€U Latin American Dance Comparitywas amazing!

Both programs also featured student poetry readers, musical performances by Eduardo
Tenango, and a gallewalk with a scavenger hunt of information from the posters created
for Hispanic Heritage Month. Both programs also ended with sharing a delicious meal
celebrating Hispanic cuisine. It was good to visit with students and staff over the meal!

Charles Larenak 2 f Ra G KS | dzZRASy 0SS Q&
Eduardo Tenangoroons for the crowd

(Left) Jorge Mujica
Avrias talks activism.

(Right) Shawna Scherer
and Lucia Maldonado
enjoy the program.

(Below) Jose Lopez
counsels the crowd on
getting ahead.




CU Latin American Dance
Companywows the
audience with their moves.
The jarabe tapatio,
sometimes called the
GaSEAOLY I I
national dance of Mexico.




With Gratitude

By MarcellosGray, Development and Finance Coordinator, UAE

As Urbana Adult Education (UAE) embarks upon another school year, we would like to express our
gratitude and acknowledge the many funding sources and donors that make it possible for us to provide
adult eduation services to residents of Champaign County. UAE has been serving the communities of
Champaign County for over 50 years, providing educational services for High School Equivalency and
Diploma, English as a Second Language and Certified Nursingmiggisgramming. However, this would

not be possible without the financial support that we receive through federal, state and local funding. We
would like to express our sincere appreciation and gratitude to the following organizations for their
continuaus funding and support of our adult education programs:

lllinois Community College Boar@rederal and State Adult Literacy Grant)

Urbana School District 11@torefront Grant)

lllinois State Board of EducatiofTAOEP Grant)

Regional Planning CommissigitWlOA Grant)

United Way of Champaign CounfAdult Literacy and Certified Nursing Assistant Grant)
Carle Foundational HospitdCertified Nursing Assistant Program)

{ SONB (I NB 2 Work Bxbelichce Hram)F FA OS

University of Illinois and the Illinoci®epartment of Human Servicg®©dyssey Project)
GU Marathon(Transportation Grant)

Champaign West Rotary Clfin Cup Award)

YMCA &J Citizenship Grant
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There are individuals and local businesses that also make annual donations. In the last few ybarse vaised

over $7500.00 in individual and local business donations, and we hope to double the amount of donations over the
next two years. Our Holiday Donation Campaign starts in November, so look out for more information soon. Also,
please think of BE on Giving Tuesday, November 27, 2018.

According to the US Census, approximately 12 percent of adults in the United States do not have a high school
diploma, and UAE is committed to doing its part in addressing the issue of adult literacy within theiciiesrthat

we serve. The contributions provided each year show in the achievements of our students. In t##28Xk¢hool

year 84 students earned their High School diploma in the APL proge&a®English Language Learners improved

their English in ESclasses ang4 Nursing Assistants earned their certification in the CNA program.

Again, we thank the many organizations, businesses iadiyiduals that support Urbana Adult Education. The
funding and support make a real, positive impact on the lives of the students we serve. UAE appreciates every dollar
or gift that it receivesand strives to continuously improve the educational servicesovided to our students,
communities and partners.

THANKS Feeling gratitude and not expressing THANKS

it is like wrapping a present and
not giving it.
-William Arthur Ward



Stories from the Hearts
of our ESL Friends

My First Day in the United State
By Manuel Reyes

My first day in the United States wg
November 22, 2007. It was the fourt
Thursday of November. This day

1y26y & GCKIy]4:

| saw people meet for dinner. | wg
confused because | had never hea
Fo2dzi GKA&A K2 fwhR |
was happening! | received a warl
welcome from my friends and family
It was a cold day. Nobody worked ar
everyone was celebrating. After eigl
years | was finally reunited with m
older sister. It was incredible and th
food was fantastic. The tradanal
food for Thanksgiving, | later learnej
is turkey, but that day my family
cooked traditional Mexican food.

This is my memory of my first day
the United States.

Congratulations !

Meena Ghimireand Dominique Intanga two
Urbana Adult Education students, recent
officially became U.S. citizens. The process
be difficult: applicants must fill out a twent
two- page application, memorize 100 fac
about U.S.  history, government an
geography, take a short reading and writir
test and answer questions in an intezw!

They prepared with the help of a class taug
here at Urbana Adult Education calldgiSL
Citizenship.

These classes make the process much ea
so if English is not your first language and
are a green card holder who wants to becor
a U.S. citizen, come visit the Urbana Ad
Education front desk or email Kath
kmaniates@usd116.0rsp we can register you
for the next session.

Meena Ghmire

Dominique Intanga
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