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From the Director’s Chair 
Talking with Samuel Byndom 

By Genora Griffin APL 
__________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Byndom 
Director of Urbana Adult Education 

A.K.A. The Boss 

 
1.What do you do at Adult Ed.?  I try 
to encourage students to have good 
attendance in our various programs.  I 
also try to provide students with 
resources and to understand their 
potential. I sincerely want to help 
them reach their goals. 

2. What brought you here?  I wanted 
to make a positive impact on our 
community. 

3. How do you like working with 
students?  I teach the Odyssey Project 
every Monday and Wednesday night.  
I enjoy working with all students. 
 
4. How can you help with brighter 
futures for students? Our center 
strives to provide access and 
opportunities for all students. 

5. What are your goals for Adult Ed. 
Students? Our goal  is making sure 
that every student gets what they 
need to graduate and to see that 
students have plans for future goals 
after graduation, goals that are 
developed through research and 
based on  discussions with our career 
and college-readiness professionals. 
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Teen Pregnancy            
By Leticia Gamboa                 

 
 

In 2013, a total of 273,105 babies were born to women aged 15-19, that’s 
26.5 babies for every 1,000 women in this age group, according to the 
Center for Disease control (CDC) as quoted in an  article on  
www.healthcommunities.com.   Three out of ten teenage girls will 
become pregnant at least once before the age of 20, according to 
DoSomething.org. 25% of the teen moms have their second child within 
24 months after having their first child.  Less than 2% of teen moms earn 
a college degree before age 30, according to Time magazine.  

The U.S has one of the highest teen pregnancy rates in the western 
industrialized world. African-American and Hispanic teenage girls’ 
pregnancy rates are two and a half higher than the rates for whites. I 
personally had my first child at the age of 18 and my second child within 
the 24 months, as the Time survey magazine indicated. Teenage 
pregnancy is the leading cause for teenage girls to drop out of high 
school, according to babysitter.org. After having my first child I dropped 
out of high school, to take care of my child and find a job. 50% of teen 
moms never graduate from high school. A statistic I no longer want to be 
included in. 

The U.S may have one of the highest teen pregnancy rates in the 
industrialized western world. According to the National Institute of 
Health and Teen Pregnancy, the pregnancy rate dropped 10% between 
2012-2014 from previous years - a 9% decrease for Hispanics, 11% for 
African-American, and 5% for whites. Despite these declines teen 
pregnancy continues to carry a significant economic cost. Together 
African-American and Hispanic teens comprised 57% of teen births in 
2013, according to CDC.com.  

In 2010 teen pregnancy cost tax payers at least $9.4 billion according to 
the CDC. Teen pregnancy prevention has become one of the CDC top 
priorities. Providing knowledge of sexual issues such as HIV and other 
STD’s, personal values and abstinence have become a main focus point in 
the CDC campaign. I believe in addition teens need access to youth 
friendly clinical programs. --  continued page 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Class Act 

 

http://www.healthcommunities.com/
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://image.slidesharecdn.com/powerpointproject-090615095633-phpapp01/95/teen-pregnancy-1-728.jpg?cb%3D1245059827&imgrefurl=http://www.slideshare.net/guestde5900/teen-pregnancy-1585848&docid=yRAZ7PWxgKGk7M&tbnid=iB57RzschzlOfM:&w=728&h=546&ved=0CAIQxiBqFQoTCNPHq5iA2cgCFYM-Jgodqj4HnA&iact=c&ictx=1
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Rules and Reminders for 

Success 
 
>Wear your photo ID at all times 
while in school. If you need a 
replacement ID, the cost is $1.00. 
 
>No eating in classrooms other 
than hard candies. 
 
>Only drinks with caps or secure 
lids in classrooms. 
 
>Come on time to class. Students 
who are more than 15 minutes 
late may be sent home for the 
day. 
 
>Cell phones cannot be used or 
charged in class.  Turn phones 
off or to silent when entering the 
building.   
 
>Come to school in appropriate 
clothing. Ask your teacher if you 
need help with this. 
 
>Help keep our facility clean by 
throwing away trash, pushing in 
chairs, and cleaning up after 
yourself.   
 
>Talk politely - both in your 
choice of words and in your body 
language. 
 
>Come to school ready to learn. 
 
>Be a RRISK-taker by: 
  Being RESPONSIBLE, 
  Being RESPECTFUL, 
  Showing INTEGRITY, 
  Giving acts of SERVICE, 
  Acting with KINDNESS. 
(These are all qualities of a 
successful person.) 
 
>Make a plan for your future. 
 
> Be ready to succeed and set 
your next educational goal! 
 
 

What’s the 4-1-1 on 2-1-1? 
2-1-1 Help Is Here 

By Donna Clark 
 

You can also visit the website at  
www.findhelp211.org. 

 
 

 

Did you know about Illinois 2-1-1? 
Did you know that in the state of Illinois you can call 2-1-1- to get in touch 
with organizations that are ready to help in your time of need? 
 
*emergency shelter   *elder care 
*food pantries    *employment 
*rent or utility assistance  *disability resources 
*mental health services   *domestic abuse assistance 
*drug/alcohol rehabilitation  *disaster relief 
*counseling    *day care 
*education and vocational training *and more 

 
Resources for Pregnancies and Parenthood 

By Mykel Hernandez and Diana Piedra 

All Kids Health Insurance    (866) 468-7543 
Birthright      (217) 351-7744 
Boys and Girls Club     (217) 355-5437  
Champaign County Christian Health Center  (217) 402-5683 
Champaign County Public Health   (217) 352-7961 
Child Care Resources     (217) 333-3252 
Community Elements     (217) 398-8080 
Crisis Nursery      (217) 337-2730 
Frances Nelson Community Health Center  (217) 356-1558 
Living Alternatives, A Pregnancy Resource Center (217) 398-6511 
Nurturing Network     (800) 866-4666         
Planned Parenthood of East Central Illinois   (877) 200-7745   
 
And, of course, you can always talk to our counselor, Arlene 
Anderson, in Student Services.                                                                                              

Teen Pregnancy, continued from page 1 

I strongly encourage having an open communication, honest, and early childhood set education as tools. 
Parents can use help to prevent teenage pregnancy. My daughter is now 16, on the honor roll and is not 
pregnant. I have had an open relationship with her and educated her at a young age. As for me my parents 
didn’t educate me and I became a statistic, but I don’t regret my children.  I will just keep educating my 
children.  

 



 3 

 

 
Meet Ms.Brenda Rodriguez 

By Genora Griffin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Brenda Rodriguez, Transition Coordinator, Urbana Adult Education 
 

How are you going to make a difference in our 
school curriculum?  

Help students transition to next levels to graduate 
find jobs someday move on to college 

How do like working with students? 

I have a desire to make a difference in someone’s 
life  

When did you start working at Urbana Adult 
Education? 

I started work at Adult Ed. July 2015 I’ve only been 
working for 4 months  

Are you comfortable with students? 

I am comfortable working with students I had a 
mentor that inspired me led me to success and 
later on succeeded in my accomplishments I’m 
hoping to inspire others and make changes in 
someone’s life leading them to success as well. 

In conclusion education is a wonderful experience 
because it helps and leads in the right direction for 
success. 

 

  

Meet Mr. Robert Lang  
By Genora Griffin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Robert Lang, Foundation Instructor, Urbana Adult Education 

 
What brought you too Urbana Adult Education?  
Robert Lang, a mathematician at Urbana Adult 
Education, enjoys interacting with students and 
learning from them as well as sharing ideas on 
different subjects leading them in good 
directions to accomplish goals for their future 
careers. 
 
Why do you like teaching? 
Mr. Lang A.K.A. Mr. Rob started out volunteering 
for Mr. Grey’s APL class on Tuesday and 
Thursdays. Now he teaches the Foundations 
class preparing students for the APL class, 
working with them on different subjects as well 
leading them to a brighter future. 
 
How long have you taught this subject?  
I have five years of teaching students in different 
subjects. 
 
What techniques do you use to keep the 
students motivated? 

With struggling students, I focus on   their 
strengths and let their strengths build so they 
can carry over into other aspects but I like 
working with every student helping them focus 
on their education, leading them to graduate 
and get a diploma or G.E.D. 

In conclusion, teaching is a passion to me; I 
enjoy it very much and it is very inspiring. 
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Mr. Paul Watson 
By Genora Griffin 

 

 
Paul Watson, School Custodial Services 

What do you like to be called? 
My name is Mr. Paul Watson A.K.A “P.W.” 
 
What brought you here to Adult Ed.? 
I was ready to take a different direction. 

What do you do at Adult Ed.? 
I perform custodial work; I keep 
everything clean and looking good. 
 
How do like working with the students 
at Adult Ed? 
I love it! I’d like to see both adults and 
students excel. 
 
What advice would you give to the 
students for future goals? 
More Education means more money, 
more happiness. 
 
Do you have any words of wisdom? 
Treat someone the way you want to be 
treated. 
 
Thanks for all you do P.W. 

  Ms. Deanna Trujillo 
By Genora Griffin 

 

 

Deanna Trujillo, Student Services Paraprofessional 

 
What do you like to be called? 
I like to be called Ms. Tru. 
 
What brought you to Urbana Adult Education? 
My college major is Adult and Community Ed.  I 
felt like this would be a good fit. 
 
Why do you like teaching? 
I like helping people and learning. 
 
How long have you taught?  
I have been a paraprofessional (teacher’s aide) 
for 6 yrs. 
 
What techniques do you use with the students? 
I use Individualized learning style along with  
presentations, and discussions. 

 
How do you make a difference for the students’ 
future? 
I provide opportunities and information that fits 
students’ needs. 

 
Are you comfortable with working with 
students?  
“Oh…Absolutely! 

 
How are you changing someone’s life? 
I provide a support that they may not have. 

Welcome to Urbana Adult Education, Ms. Tru! 
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Battling with Inner Demons? In Need of Advice? 
 

 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Friendship problems? 
2. Have problems at home and in need of advice? Don`t worry we all have been there. 
3. Drop a line and put it in the box outside room B2-3 downstairs we will check it daily. 
4. Have problems with your significant other? We are here to help! 
 
EVERYTHING IS CONFIDENTIAL AND WE WILL MAKE IT OUR DUTY TO MAKE YOU FEEL BETTER! 
 

My name is Mykel; I am an Amateur 
Photographer and I love to practice martial arts. 
Growing up, I always had a PASSION to help 
others and understand what they are going 
through. I am very understandable and you will 
be GUARANTEED an un-biased OPINION. My 
email is: Mykel.Hernandez@UrbanaSD116.org 
and I will always make sure I check the email 
daily.   

 
 
 
    

 

 

  

And my name is Winter Schafer.  I like photography and 
cosmetology.  I have four kids and a lot of life experience to 
draw on.  We’re both here to give you the Dr. Phil, no-
nonsense kind of advice you’re looking for.   You can reach 
me at: winterschafer1983@gmail.com and I, too, will check 
my email every day.  We’re looking forward to hearing from 
you. 

mailto:Mykel.Hernandez@UrbanaSD116.org
mailto:winterschafer1983@gmail.com
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“Learn to love without condition. Talk without 
bad intention. Give without any reason. And 
most of all, care for people without any 
expectation.” 

One Mind Darma with Farijhet Azucena and Karolyn Lacsa 

Opinions 

Make Each Day Count! 
By Skylar Ingrum 

 

As you grow up you’ll have many important people 
in your life. You might take them for granted or say 
a couple things you don’t mean in your lifetime. 
Life isn’t just a gift nor is it a given right and you 
might not get tomorrow. What was the last thing 
you said to your mom? Could you live with yourself 
if it was the last thing you EVER said to her? If not, 
you should change the way you talk to her and 
start appreciating the time you have to spend with 
her.  

A couple years ago, we found out my mother has 
Triple Negative Breast Cancer. It was hard not 
knowing what was going to happen, what could 
happen next, how long it would last or if she would 
ever be better. I watched her go through long 
weeks of chemotherapy and radiation. It was hard 
seeing her lay on the couch weak, tired, and hurt. I 
kept asking myself what I could do to fix this, but 
the answer was nothing. I couldn’t help her 
physically, but mentally I could give her all the 
power in the world by just being there for her and 
loving her. The hardest part of all was brushing her 
hair and all of it beginning to fall out until one day 
she told me just to shave it because all she had was 
patches.  Day by day she got better and now she’s 
been cancer free for two years. She still has the 
after-effects of chemotherapy, but she’s a lot 
healthier and has all of her hair back. You never 
know how emotionally being there for someone 
affects them.  

As I was at a friend’s, I got the call saying my step-
mother was being rushed to the emergency room 
because my youngest brother, who was 11, found 
her unresponsive on the bathroom floor. Hours 
later she was being moved into a room and put on 
life support and a medically- induced coma. Days 
went by and we couldn’t do much, but pray and 
hope she was going to come out of it. Then the 
doctors said her brain was swelling and she need 
emergency brain surgery or she wouldn’t make it at 

all, but the surgery couldn’t guarantee anything 
either. It was a very nerve-wracking couple of 
hours. Tears, prayers, and love filled the waiting 
room in the hospital. She made it, but we had to 
continue waiting and go by-day-by-day. She got a 
tracheotomy and feeding tube put in. She got 
moved to two different nursing homes. She’s had 
many surgeries and many more trips to the 
emergency room, but we’re lucky to have her. 
When we go visit her, she gets the biggest smile 
and her eyes light up. She always tells us how she 
wants to go home and continues on telling me the 
progress she has made, although she can’t walk 
and still has the trach and feeding tube. Every 
minute with her still here is a blessing whether she 
is walking or not.  

Could you imagine not having your wife or mother 
there every day for you? Could you imagine not 
having someone love you unconditionally and do 
the motherly duties? Could you imagine your mom 
missing all of your football and basketball games? 
How about her missing your eighth grade 
graduation? Life has been extremely rough on my 
younger brothers and father, but we are very 
blessed by those who are here to help and 
continue on with their prayers. We are hoping one 
day she’ll be able to walk and reach her goal of 
being able to come home.  

These two experiences have caused me to realize 
life isn’t always promised and you may not be here 
tomorrow. You should always be watching to see 
who you could help, whether it be physically or 
emotionally. Make each day count! 
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UAEC Career Fair  
 By Diana Piedra and Dona Hill 

 

 UAEC will be having a Career Fair on Thursday, October 29, at 10am-2pm.  According to Ms. Brenda 
Rodriguez, UAEC Student Services Department, this is something we try to do every year.  We provide 
students with information on how to find a job and/or find a better job.  Most students at UAEC have to work, 
and that’s why we try to help students out by having this Career Fair. Companies such as: Fedex, various temp 
companies, Jimmy Johns, U of I Temp Services, and the Champaign and Urbana Park Districts will be 
represented.  These companies come and explain what their company is all about, and try to get students  
interested in that job field.   

We will also be having workshops to help students prepare for this event.  Workshops will cover: resume 
writing, how to prepare a cover letter, and how to dress for a job interview.  Students will have updated 
resumes to share at the Career Fair and know how to present themselves to the employers.  We really try to 
empower our students for a better future. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures: 

Ms. Brenda Rodriguez 
and Ms. Tru present 
information for the 
Cover Letter 
Workshop. 

McKenna enjoying 
workshop fun and 
prizes 

 

Career Fair set up fun 
with Garland. 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking notes during 
Resume Writing 
Workshop. 
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Electives 
By Diana Piedra 

 
UAEC has electives Wednesday evenings and Friday 
mornings such as: Movie Club, Newsletter, 
Yearbook, Student Council, Nutrition, Zumba, 
Parenting and Workshops.  Electives give our 
students a chance to enrich their lives with new 
understandings and build experiences that will help 
highlight school involvement when they write 
resumes and college applications. 

In Movie Club students watch educational movies, 
after the movie is over students have to participate 
in the discussion and must complete the questions 
about the movie.  Students need to sign up ahead 
of time for this elective.  See Ms. Karen, Ms. 
Brenda or Ms. Tru for more information. 

Newsletter is all about planning and talking about 
our school events and others things that might 
interest the UAE students.  Ms. Peggy also provides 
donuts and juice for the students.   

On our Yearbook, students work on creating the 
yearbook, which means taking pictures of our 
classes, events and all of the different things that 
go on at UAEC.  They work on making sure the 
yearbook has all of the information and pictures 
necessary.   

Student Council at the moment is trying to get 
more students to come and be a part of the group.  
This elective is about working on making changes 
and being the voice of the students.   

In Nutrition students are taught about the 
importance of eating and being healthy.  They talk 
about how we can eat healthier and make healthy 
meals for ourselves and our families.  This class also 
cooks meals in every class session.  

 

 

The Zumba class, which works with students on 
staying active, helps the students by doing some 
fast-paced exercises to music.   Zumba also 
encourages students to stay healthy.   

Mrs. Schnell and Ms. Misty are the Parenting 
instructors. They teach and advise the UAEC 
students on children’s growth and development, 
providing information about everything a parent 
may need to know.  They also do projects centered 
on upcoming Holidays. For example, students have 
made: Halloween baskets, picture albums, and 
door decorations.  Parenting is a great class for 
young parents or young soon-to-be parents.  

Workshops will feature guest speakers who will be 
sharing information on a variety of topics.  To date 
we have had speakers from: Parkland College, The 
School for Designing a Better Society, The City of 
Urbana, as well as Student Services.  

All new APL students are required to complete at 
least two electives prior to graduation.  All other 
students are encouraged to take advantage of the 
elective offerings.  Won’t you join us Friday 
mornings or Wednesday evenings for the electives 
of your choice?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter work 
and play with 
Genora, Winter, and 
Peggy.  You can join 
us Friday mornings. 



 9 

College Visits 
By Winter Schafer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eastern Illinois University, Photo by Winter Schafer 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastern Illinois University College 
Trip 

On Wednesday, November 11, some of 
our students went with a couple of UAEC 
staff members to Eastern Illinois 
University and got to see what college life 
is like.  We also got to fill out their college 
application for free that day; they were 
running a special event which waived the 
application fee which is normally $35.00.  
We got to walk around campus and see 
what EIU has to offer. One of our own 
elective teachers goes to school there, 
Miss Tru, who gave us our own personal 
tour.  We even got to try college food.  
So, thank you to the UAEC staff for taking 
us to the college and thank you to EIU for 
the hospitality.  We can't wait to check 
out more. 

 

 

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 

On Monday, October 19, Ms. Kam Williams of our 
Student Services Department escorted a group of UAEC 
student on a college visit to the University of Illinois.  
Students spent the day touring the campus and visiting 
with academic and financial aid advisors.  Students 
were excited to see opportunities that U of I has to 
offer and they appreciated the individualized attention 
they received from the university staff. Parkland College 

On Friday, November 13th, Mary Kay 
Smith, Academic Advisor at Parkland 
College, came to our center to talk to 
students about the various programs and 
academic opportunities that Parkland has 
to offer.  She presented information 
about the associate degree-seeking, and 
transfer programs along with the many 
certificate programs they have available.  
There was also a lot of information about 
financial aid and scholarships that help 
make school more affordable.  Ms. Smith 
also talked to students individually about 
their own personal goals and interests.  

TIP: 
File the FFASFA January 1 

for the best results. 

(left) Parkland College Advisor, Mary Kay Smith keeps the 
students’ attention during her presentation.  (right) 
Giveaways encourage college dreaming and preparation. 
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Visit to the Odyssey Project 
By Dona Hill 

 

This fall we were honored to have a visit from Dr. William Adams, the tenth Chairman of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities.  Dr. Adams has been a leader in higher education in the humanities and he likes to advocate and 
promote liberal arts education.   He stopped by UAEC to visit our Odyssey Project and talk to students about their 
personal stories.  He wanted to learn why the program is important to our adult students, what the students liked best 
about the program, and what they found most valuable.  He wanted to hear the students’ personal stories of learning, 
life, and educational growth. 

Do you want to learn about art history, U.S History, Literature, Philosophy, and writing or do you want to take some 
classes with some of U of I’s top professors? Then the Odyssey Project is for you.  The Odyssey Project is offered free of 
charge and includes tuition, books, transportation, and childcare.  Students who complete the course will be eligible for 
six hours of transferable college credit from Bard College in New York. 

Classes for the Odyssey Project meet Monday evenings at Urbana Adult Education beginning in late September until 
early May. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Garland Allen 

Dr. William 
Adams presents 
information 
about the 
National 
Endowment for 
the Humanities 
to Students in 
the Odyssey 
Project and 
other classes at 
the Urban Adult 
Education 
Center. 
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The Cultural Exchange – Appreciate the Differences – Learn a Phrase to Share 
by Danny Stromatt 

 
 

People from all around the world wind up in Urbana, Illinois, some who 
don‘t even speak a certain language such as English; but, we should all be 
able to communicate and agree on one thing: Life Is Good.  Each 
newsletter we will present a common English phrase in several different 
languages.  The newsletter staff would like to encourage all of our 
readers to try out a new phrase, start a conversation with another 
student, welcome the visitors and newcomers to our community.  This 
month’s phrase is: Life is good. 

 

 

Language Phrase Pronunciation 
English Life is good.  
German Das leben ist gut.  
French La vie est belle.  
Spanish La vida es buena.                              
Polish Życie jest dobre.  
Irish Life is maith.  
Croatian  Život je dobar.  
Chinese 生活很好 Shēnghuó hěn hǎo. 
Czech Život je krásný.  
Afrikaans Die lewe is goed.  
Swahili Maisha ni mazuri.  
Russian жизнь хороша. Zhizn ‘khorosha. 
Arabic ياة ح يدة ال  .Alhayat jaydat .ج
Greek Η ζωή είναι ωραία. I zoí eínai oraía. 
Korean 인생은 좋은 것입니다. insaeng-eun joh-eun geos-

ibnida. 
Turkish Hayat güzeldir.  

Vietnamese Cuộc sống là tốt.  
Japanese 人生は良いです。 Jinsei wa yoidesu. 
Italian La vita è bella.  
 

 

Theknowledgetree.com 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJSnivz02MgCFQnmJgodYvwAPg&url=http://www.theknowledgetree.com/2014/02/03/around-the-world/&bvm=bv.105841590,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGB555WXl37Smy6qf4ymmMSrQdIjg&ust=1445700690195063


 12 

Pester Power 

What happens when children nag, beg, and pester their parents?  Often parents give in if the pestering is 
intense or makes the parents stop to re-evaluate a situation.  The School for Designing a Society in conjunction 
with the City of Urbana presented a play at UAEC about the need for climate change, both environmentally 
and racially.  The play’s plot was a series of vignettes demonstrating misuse of energy resources and problems 
in social justice.  The play ended with all the characters and some of the UAEC staff singing a song while 
standing in the world’s largest pair of underwear.  It was a bit of a stretch, but the song was a fun and 
memorable way to end the program. Afterward students were asked to commit to trying different ways to 
reduce their energy use.  Some of the suggestions for saving energy included: eating a vegetarian meal once a 
week, turning down the thermostats in winter, car pooling, and recycling.  Students who agreed to commit to 
energy conservation steps were awarded points each week for the steps they took.  A staff member from the 
City of Urbana came each week to track the students‘ progress.  The city is trying to win a grant to help with 
conservation programs.  There was no program or tracking of acts to change the racial climate, however. 

The School for Designing a Society is continuing experiment to ask and playfully and creatively ponder what are the 
components that make a positive society.  The school then creates projects to demonstrate their ideas.  You can find 
more information on their website at www.designingasociety.net/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P E S T E R 
O 
W 
E 
R 
By the School for 
Designing a Society 

http://www.designingasociety.net/
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Did you know that October is the month when we celebrate Halloween? OK, that was easy! Did you know that October 
also contains Name Your Car Day, Oktoberfest, Fire Prevention Day, National Bologna Day, and Mischief Night? Check 
out the following calendar to find not only up-coming school events, but also some of the unusual holidays unique to 
October.  

October, 2015 

1 World Vegetarian Day 
2 National Custodial Worker Day, Name Your Car Day, German Oktoberfest ends ELECTIVES DAY 
3 International Frugal Fun Day, Virus Appreciation Day 
4 National Golf Day, National Frappe Day 
5 Do Something Nice Day, World Teacher’s Day 
6 Come and Take It Day, Mad Hatter Day 
7 National Kale Day, Bald and Free Day 
8 American Touch Tag Day 
9 Curious Events Day, Moldy Cheese Day, Fire Prevention Day, Leif Erikson Day, ELECTIVES DAY 
10 National Angel Food Cake Day 
11 It’s My Party Day 
12 Moment of Frustration Day, Columbus Day, FALL HOLIDAY, NO SCHOOL 
13 International Skeptics Day 
14 National Dessert Day, 
15 White Cane Safety Day 
16 Bosses Day, Dictionary Day, ELECTIVES DAY 
17 Wear Something Gaudy Day 
18 Sweetest Day, No Beard Day 
19 Evaluate Your Life Day 
20 Brandied Fruit Day 
21 Count Your Buttons Day, Babbling Day 
22 National Nut day 
23 National Mole Day, TV Talk Show Host Day, ELECTIVES DAY 
24 United Nations Day, National Bologna Day 
25 Punk for a Day Day, World Pasta Day 
26 National Mincemeat Day 
27 Navy Day, National Tell a Story Day 
28 Plush Animal Lover’s Day 
29 National Frankenstein Day, Hermit Day 
30 National Candy Corn Day, Mischief Night, ELECTIVES DAY 
31 Halloween, Carve a Pumpkin Day 
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/october.htm 
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Did you know that November the month when we celebrate Thanksgiving? OK, that was easy! Did you know that 
November is also Adopt a Shelter Dog Month, Apple Jack Month, Computer Learning Month, Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month,  Eat Country Ham Month, and Sarcastic Month (no, really?)?  Check out the following calendar to find 
not only up-coming school events, but also some of the unusual holidays unique to November. 

November, 2015 

1 All Saint’s Day 
2 Deviled Egg Day 
3 Look for Circles Day 
4 Sandwich Day 
5 World Smile Day 
6 Virus Appreciation Day ELECTIVES DAY 
7 National Frappe Day 
8 Do Something Nice Day   
9 World Teacher’s Day 
10 Come and Take it Day 
11 Bald and Free Day 
12 American Touch Tag Day 
13 Curious Events Day ELECTIVES DAY 
14 Moldy Cheese Day 
15 National Angel Food Cake Day 
16 It’s My Party Day 
17 Cookbook Launch Day  BLOOD DRIVE UAEC, 11:30a.m.-5:00p.m.  
18 National Chocolate Cupcake Day, Sweetest Day 
19 Evaluate your Life Day 
20 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL BEFORE THANKSGIVING BREAK. ELECTIVES DAY 
21 NO SCHOOL 
22 NO SCHOOL 
23 NO SCHOOL 
24 NO SCHOOL 
25 NO SCHOOL 
26 NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving 
27 NO SCHOOL 
28 NO SCHOOL 
29 NO SCHOOL 
30 RETURN TO SCHOOL!  ASSEMBLY WITH PATCH ADAMS, 1:00 p.m. 
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/november.htm 
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A Note of Appreciation  

 
 

Thank you to those agencies that are responsible for providing the funding to make our programs 
possible. This year they include: Altrusa International, Carle Foundation Hospital, the Champaign 
County Regional Planning Commission's Workforce Investment Act, the Illinois Community College 
Board division of Adult Education and Family Literacy, Illinois Humanities Council-Odyssey Project, 
Illinois State Board of Education's Truants' Alternative and Optional Education Program, Orange Crush 
Foundation, 21st Century, United Way of Champaign County, and the Urbana School District.  A big 
thank you to all of our sponsors!   
 
A special thanks goes out to Bob Evans, Champaign, for our recent fund raiser with an additional 
special thanks to the Community Blood Services of Illinois for the recent blood drive and opportunity 
to win an educational grant.  Thank you also goes out to all the donors from our donation letter 
campaign.  We appreciate all of your support.   
 
Because of you all, we are able to continue to serve our adult education students during this difficult 
financial time in our state. 

 
The Class Act Staff and Contributors for Volume 6 

 
 
Garland Allen, Student Photographer    McKenna Little, Student Reporter 
Peggy Buck, Staff Sponsor, Editor     Latifah Parrish, Student Photographer 
Donna Clark, Staff Contributer     Diana Piedra, Student Reporter, Photographer 
Leticia Gamboa, Student Reporter, Photographer   Desiree Sauls, Student Reporter 
Genora Griffin, Student Reporter, Photographer   Winter Schafer, Student Reporter, Photographer 
Mykel Hernandez, Student Reporter, Photographer   Danny Stromatt, Student Reporter 
Dona Hill, Student Reporter, Photographer    Courtney Williams, Student Reporter 
Skylar Ingrum, Student Reporter     Kristina Wingert, Student Reporter 
Caitlin Irvin-Sprague, Student Reporter, Photographer   
 
  

You can join the team! 

Wanted - school reporters to 
write articles about guest speakers 
and special workshop presentations. 
An exciting opportunity for those 
with good or developing writing skills 
who are willing to edit submissions.  
Looking for a team-player with 
creativity, and the ability to meet 
deadlines. Apply in person to Peggy 
Buck, APL Classroom, Mondays 8:30 
a.m., 12:45 p.m., or by appointment.  
See your name in print! 

 

Wanted: Poets to share 
original works in The Class Act. 
Submit poetry, lyrics, or other 
work to Peggy Buck, APL 
Classroom.  Your fame starts 
here! 

Wanted: Letters to the 
Editor on topics of concern 
to students and staff.  
Email letters to 
mbuck@usd116.org.   

Wanted: Staff members for 
UAEC Yearbook committee.  
Need detail-oriented person, 
good with photography, page 
layout, proofreading, taking 
orders, printing, tabulation, 
and assembling. 

Wanted: Ideas for stories 
and people to help write 
them.  Share with any 
newsletter staff member. 

mailto:mbuck@usd116.org

